
A score board attendant prepares to place a 0 up for the Cubs in the second inning against the Reds. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, 
August 11, 2021. Photograph by Stephen Gassman.)
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Frank de Haas Robison (left) and brother Stanley (right, pictured in suits with their Cleveland Spiders team) were born in Pittsburgh 
and grew up in Dubuque, where they were first introduced to baseball. The Robisons played on Dubuque baseball teams that included 
Ted Sullivan and Abner Dalrymple and played against teams including Rockford and A.G. Spalding. (Photograph by John H. Ryder, 
Cleveland, 1895)

Manager Tom Loftus and the 1889 Cleveland National League club. Loftus and owners Frank and Stanley Robison 
moved the Blues to the NL from the American Association in 1889 where they became known as the Spiders.  
(Photographer unknown. June 1889)

Manager Tom Loftus and the 1900 Chicago Orphans, three years before changing their name to the Cubs.  
(AP Wire Service, 1900)

Co-owner/manager Tom Loftus and the 1902 Washington Senators. (Photograph by Carl J. Horner, 1902.)

Charles Comiskey with the 1906 Chicago White Sox. The team was known as the “Hitless Wonders”  
after having the worst team batting average in the American League and the best winning percentage  
in the major leagues, going 93-58 (.616). (AP Wire Service, 1906) 

Dubuque’s League Park at 27th & Washington Streets, circa 1911. This image is often mistaken for Comiskey Park in Dubuque. (Collection of Jeffrey Mozena)

The crowd for Charley Comiskey Day at Dubuque Athletic Park on 4th Street. Comiskey was in town and honored at the game played 
on June 23, 1914. (Loras College Library, Center for Dubuque History)

An August 22, 1962, game between the Midwest Dodgers and Fox Cities. The Dodgers won the game 5-1. The Midwest Dodgers, formerly of Keokuk, were finishing out the 1962 season 
in Dubuque under the leadership of Johnny Petrakis. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, August 23, 1962)

Dubuque Packers' manager Elmer Valo (right) congratulates Joe Rudi after hitting the Packers' first Petrakis Park home run of the season in their loss to Cedar Rapids. 
(Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, June 13, 1965)

A full moon rises over a partly foggy Field of Dreams while the Chicago Cubs lead the Cincinnati Reds 4-2 in the bottom of the 7th inning on August 12, 2022. The Cubs won the game 4-2.  
(Photograph by John T. Pregler)

The Quad Cities River Bandits wearing throwback uniforms of the Davenport Blues play the Cedar Rapids Kernels who are wearing 
throwback uniforms for the Cedar Rapids Bunnies in the first-ever MiLB (minor league) baseball game at the Field of Dreams on 
August 10, 2022. Quad Cities won the game 7 to 2. (Photograph by John T. Pregler)

Ted Sullivan from Al Spink’s The National Game in 1910. 
(National Game Publishing Company, 1910)

1889 Old Judge baseball card of Tom Loftus, 
manager of the NL Cleveland Spiders. 
(Goodwin & Co., 1889, New York)

Ted Sullivan from his book Humorous Stories 
of the Ball Field. (Humorous Stories of the 
Ball Field, 1903)

1886 Old Judge baseball card of player-manager 
Charles Comiskey of the St. Louis Browns.  
(Goodwin & Co., 1886, New York)

Charles Comiskey holding a 5½ lbs Oswego Bass along a street in  
New Albin, Iowa. From left to right are Mr. Steel of New Albin,  
Charles Comiskey, and Mr. Benecke and Dennis Brady of New Albin.  
(Collection of Jeffrey Mozena)

Image of the key owners and managers of the Western League four years before they changed their name to the American League in 1900. Back row, third from  
left is a young Connie Mack. To Mack’s left is Charles Comiskey, owner of the St. Paul Saints (the future Chicago White Sox). Front row, first person seated on the  
left is Tom Loftus, owner of the Columbus Senators (the future Cleveland Indians). Seated third from left is league president Ban Johnson, who was mentored  
by Loftus and Comiskey. (Photographer unknown. Circa 1896)

A postcard sold around the Tri-States of Urban “Red” Faber shaking hands with George “Babe” Ruth in front of Faber’s mother, wife, and family on Red Faber  
day at Comiskey Park on August 20, 1929. Faber was born in Cascade, Iowa, and raised in Cascade and Dubuque, where he played college, semi-pro, and  
professional baseball. (Published by G.R. Brown, Co., circa 1929)

The old Chicago White Sox battery of catcher and HOFer Ray Schalk (left) and 
spitball pitcher Urban “Red” Faber (right) at Faber’s home after Faber was 
named to the Baseball Hall of Fame in February 1964. (AP Wirephoto, 1964)

The 1911 Iowa-Illinois-Indiana (Three-I) League Dubuque Dubs with  
Urban “Red” Faber (No. 10). Faber played minor league baseball in Dubuque  
in 1910 and 1911. (The Reach Official American League Baseball Guide 1912)

July 1933 Baseball Magazine with White Sox spitball pitcher  
Urban “Red” Faber on the cover. (Baseball Magazine, July 1933)

In the January 10, 1918, issue of The Sporting 
News, the paper proclaimed “A Birthday for 
American League,” and outlined, somewhat 
tongue-in-cheek, the evolution of the American 
League from the Northwestern League.  
(The Sporting News, January 10, 1918)

Urban “Red” Faber warming up before a game circa 1929.  
(AP Wirephoto, circa 1929)

Clarence Rowland served as an American 
League umpire from 1923 to 1927, making calls 
on plays that included the likes of Ty Cobb and 
Babe Ruth. (Associated Press, circa 1925)

A flask gifted to Tom Loftus, manager of the 1900 Chicago (Cubs) Orphans of  
the National League. (Collection of John T. Pregler)

Urban “Red” Faber after hitting his first major league 
home run at Yankee Stadium in 1923 after ten years  
in the AL. (International Newsreel Photo, 1923)

On August 28, 1865, the Washington Nationals invited the Philadelphia Athletics and the Brooklyn Atlantics to play a tournament to identify a champion among the Eastern ballclubs.  
Two weeks later, the North West Championship Tournament was played in Dubuque. (Harper’s Weekly, October 30, 1865)

1917 Portrait of Charles Comiskey. 
The White Sox beat the New York 
Giants to win the 1917 World Series. 
(The Reach Official American League 
Baseball Guide, 1918)

Tom Loftus from Al Spink’s Spink  
Sport Stories. Spink is co-founder of  
The Sporting News and was from  
St. Louis like Loftus. (Spink Sport Stories, 
January 1, 1921)

Charles Comiskey and Tom Loftus on a hunting/fishing trip near New Albin, Iowa, with Dubuque 
friends circa 1907. Front row, left to right: Gus Gollenvaux, Dan Gantenbein, Charles Comiskey  
with shotgun, sports editor Hugh E. Kehoe (aka HEK) of the Chicago Tribune, Charles May, and an 
unknown gentleman. Back row, left to right: Mr. Rice of New Albin, Matt Hoffmann, Tom Loftus,  
C.B. Scherr, Nick Hoffmann, John Kopp, and Titus Schmid. (Collection of Jeffrey Mozena)

Broadside of the Dubuque Reds, Champions of the 1879 North West League. Hundreds were sold via mail and in 
person at the photographer’s gallery or at Lapham & Reis billiards hall. Lapham and Ries were players on the ’79 Reds. 
(Photograph by Mackenzie & Co., Dubuque)

Chicago White Sox manager Clarence 
“Pants” Rowland. Rowland managed  
the Chicago White Sox from 1915-1918. 
Rowland was born in Platteville,  
Wisconsin, and raised in Dubuque, where 
he started his professional baseball  
career in 1903. Rowland was mentored 
by Tom Loftus and Charles Comiskey.  
(Jim Rowe Archives, circa 1917) Manager Rowland preparing his White Sox for the New York 

Giants. Rowland managed the 1917 White Sox to an AL pennant 
and a World Series victory over John McGraw and the fabled 
New York Giants. (AP Wirephoto, October 20, 1917)

Four-time pennant winner Charles  
Comiskey of the St. Louis Browns in 1888. 
(Harper’s Weekly, October 27, 1888)

St. Louis Browns captain-player- 
manager Charles Comiskey in 1884. 
(Spink Sport Stories, January 1, 1921)

During a 1912 vaudeville stop in Dubuque, the first person  
to get 3,000 hits in major league history, Adrian “Cap” Anson, 
recalled the game between the 1879 Dubuque Reds and  
Chicago White Stockings (Cubs). Dubuque beat Chicago 1-0  
putting Dubuque on the national baseball map. (Dubuque  
Telegraph-Herald, March 21, 1912)

The history of baseball in the Mississippi River-town of 
Dubuque, Iowa, between 1855 and 1976 is associated with 
four members of the National Baseball Hall of Fame (HOF);  
six Major League Baseball (MLB) team owners; five major 
league player-managers, five managers, and two of the three 
key founding fathers of the American League; four minor 
league presidents; arguably the first minor league and the 
second professional baseball league after the National 
League according to the Society for American Baseball  
Research (SABR). Dubuque’s baseball history is American 
baseball history and it led early twentieth-century sports 
writers to refer to Dubuque as an early cradle of baseball – 
ultimately giving rise to the ghosts of baseball’s past in the 
Field of Dreams in a sea of corn 25 miles west of Dubuque. 

From the adoption of the Knickerbocker Rules in 1845 to  
the start of modern-day MLB in 1903, this exhibition tells the 
story of Dubuque’s place in helping to build up the game of 
baseball into a National Pastime through almost 70 photo-
graphs as well as news clippings, graphics, and artifacts.  
In 1954, the year minor league baseball returned to Dubuque 
in the form of the Dubuque Packers, Chicago Tribune sports 
editor Edward Prell repeated in his series, “Cities that Pioneered 
Sports in Chicagoland,” what his paper had reported fifty years 
earlier, Dubuque was an early cradle of professional baseball. 
In 1981, singer-songwriter Terry Cashman wrote his baseball 
anthem “Talkin‘ Baseball” reminding the baseball world that 
once upon a time “they knew ‘em all from Boston to Dubuque.”

John T. Pregler, Guest Curator
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EARLY BASEBALL PIONEERS ASSOCIATED WITH DUBUQUE BASEBALL

Unconfirmed local legend states an exhibition game of baseball was first played in Dubuque 
in 1855. The first recorded game in Iowa took place in Davenport in May of 1858. The first 
confirmed match game of baseball played in Dubuque was recorded in the Dubuque 
Democratic Herald on June 9, 1863, when the 4th Ward challenged the 3rd Ward to a “star 
game of base ball for the champion’s belt.” The 4th Ward claimed victory according to the 
Herald. No score was recorded. 

NORTH WEST BASE BALL TOURNAMENT
Baseball’s post-Civil War spread across America started as soon as soldiers began to return 
home in the summer of 1865. A multi-state invitational baseball tournament was hosted by 
the Washington Nationals in Washington, D.C., on August 27-28, 1865, and was billed as “The 
Base Ball Tournament.” The participants included the Washington Nationals, Philadelphia 
Athletics, and Brooklyn Atlantics. Washington lost to both Philadelphia and Brooklyn. The 
tournament was never completed to determine a champion. The Atlantics were crowned 
baseball’s “Champion Nine” for 1865 by the National Association of Base Ball Players (NABBP) 
based on association strength of record.

The Julien Base Ball Club of Dubuque, Iowa, hosted what might be the first-ever multi-state 
baseball tournament to play to completion September 26-27, 1865. The tournament was  
held at the Dubuque Driving Park & Fairgrounds north of Dubuque during the Dubuque 
Agricultural Society’s annual state fair. The fairgrounds were located on the northeast corner 
of present-day W. 32nd Str. and Central Ave.

Baseball clubs from Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Michigan were invited to take part in the North West Base Ball Tournament. Few teams 
accepted the invitation to the tournament due to the four-year American Civil War that  
just ended a few months earlier. The St. Louis Empires of Missouri won the tournament and  
took home the regulation size silver ball valued at $200. The Freeport Empires of Illinois  
took second place in the tournament and took home as their prize a silver mounted bat 
valued at $100. The Julien Base Ball Club of Dubuque placed third in the tournament. 

One of the organizers of the annual state fair was Martin Stanley Robison, a Dubuque farm 
implements dealer. Robison’s three sons—Frank de Haas, M. Stanley, and J. Howard—would 
go on to establish the Cleveland Spiders (American Association/National League) and the  
St. Louis Cardinals (NL). The Robison brothers were born in Pittsburgh and raised in Dubuque 
and played on Dubuque teams in the late 1860s and early 1870s.

NORTHWESTERN LEAGUE
In January of 1879, Ted Sullivan of Dubuque, Iowa, and James McKee of Rockford, Illinois, 
created the Northwestern League (NWL), which was headquartered in the Sullivan & Loftus 
billiard hall, cigar store, and baseball emporium at 189 Main Str. in Dubuque (located on the 
east side of the 800 block of Main Str. today). 

Davenport, Dubuque, Omaha, and Rockford made up the league. Sullivan’s Dubuque Reds 
(aka Rabbits) won the league’s pennant. 

The NWL was the second professional league in history to organize as an association of clubs 
with a set schedule against the rest of the league for a defined championship pennant. The 
NWL adopted the rules of the National League (NL) and NWL teams played non-regulation 
games against NL teams. Most of the Dubuque players went on to play on major league 
teams. For these reasons, the NWL is often considered the first minor league. 

Dubuque shocked the baseball world when they beat Adrian “Cap” Anson and the National 
League Chicago White Stockings (today’s Cubs) 1-0 in Dubuque on August 6, 1879. The  
game took place at Base Ball Park, present-day Comiskey Park at the corner of 24th and 
Jackson Streets. 

The NWL is the second-ever professional baseball league after the National League according 
to the Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) and was suggested by The Reach 
Original American League Baseball Guide (1903) and The Sporting News (1918) as being the 
genesis league to the American League.

The 1879 Dubuque Reds included two future Hall of Famers in Charles Comiskey and Charles 
“Old Hoss” Radbourn, and two future MLB team owners and co-founders of the American 
League in Tom Loftus and Charles Comiskey. Ted Sullivan is widely considered the father of 
minor league baseball because of his efforts and leadership in organizing the Northwestern 
League, the Western League, the Southern League, and the Texas League, among others.

NORTH WEST BASE BALL 

Frank de Haas Robison (1852-1908) Founder and owner of the Cleveland Blues/Spiders and  
St. Louis Cardinals. Robison played a major role in NL politics and leadership from 1889-1908. 

M. Stanley “Stan” Robison (1854-1911) Co-owner of the Cleveland Blues/Spiders and  
co-owner/founder of the St. Louis Cardinals. M.S. Robison managed the 1905 St. Louis 
Cardinals to a 19-31 (.380) record; his only year managing MLB baseball.

J. Howard Robison (1849-1897) Treasurer of the Cleveland Blues/Spiders. Married Dubuquer  
Virginia Bush. Buried in Linwood Cemetery in Dubuque.

Ted Sullivan (1851-1929) Considered by many to be the father of minor league baseball,  
Sullivan co-founded the second professional baseball league, the Northwestern League, 
and went on to co-found the Western League, Southern League, and Texas League. Sullivan 
played major league ball for the St. Louis Maroons in the Union Association in 1884. Managed 
the major league St. Louis Browns (1883), St. Louis Maroons (1884), Kansas City Cowboys 
(1884), and the Washington Nationals (1888), with an overall record of 132-132 (.500). Sullivan 
is often credited with coming up with the term “fan” to describe baseball enthusiasts.  
He claimed to coin the term while managing in Dubuque! 

Tom Loftus (1856-1910) Known for his ability to captain a team in the minor leagues, Loftus 
played in 9 big-league games over two seasons with the NL St. Louis Brown Stockings (1877) 
and the AA St. Louis Browns (1883). Loftus managed nine seasons in the major leagues 
including Milwaukee Cream City (1884), Cleveland Blues/Spiders (1888-89), Cincinnati Reds 
(1890-91), Chicago Orphans (1900-01), and as owner-manager of the Washington Senators 
(1902-3). Loftus was 454-580-21 as a manager. Co-founder of the Western League with Ted 
Sullivan in 1885 and the American League with best-friend Charles Comiskey and Ban 
Johnson in 1889-1900. Married Dubuquer Anna Kirk and is buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery in 
Key West, Iowa. 

Charles A. Comiskey, Sr. (1859-1931) Comiskey had a 13-year MLB playing career with the  
St. Louis Browns (AA), Chicago Pirates (PL), and the Cincinnati Reds (NL) with a lifetime batting 
average of .264, 28 home runs, and 883 runs-batted-in. MLB manager for 12 seasons going 
839-540 (.608) and winning 4 league pennants and 1 World Series. Co-founder of the 
American League and founder-owner of the Chicago White Sox. Inducted into the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in 1939. Lived in Dubuque from 1878 to 1891 and married Dubuquer Anna Kelly. 
Both of Comiskey’s sons were born in Dubuque and one—Charles A. Comiskey, Jr.—is buried 
in Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Key West, Iowa. 

An aging Charles Comiskey before testifying  
before a grand jury regarding the 1919  
“Black Sox” scandal. (Associated Press Photo, 
September 1920)

Upper left: Clarence “Pants” Rowland, manager of  
the 1917 AL champion Chicago White Sox. Lower right:  
John McGraw, manager of the 1917 NL champion  
New York Giants. Rowland and the White Sox would  
beat the legendary McGraw and New York Giants in the  
World Series, causing America to ask, “where did this  
Pants Rowland come from?” (The Reach Official American 
League Baseball Guide, 1918)

The Reach Official American League Baseball Guide for 1903 provides a brief  
history of the leagues that ultimately evolved into the American League starting 
with the 1879 Northwestern League co-founded by Ted Sullivan with his Dubuque 
Reds capturing the pennant. (The Reach Official American League Baseball  
Guide for 1903)

African Americans have a long history with Dubuque baseball. The first recorded game of 
baseball that included an African American in Dubuque was played in August of 1879 when 
the all-Black Chicago Uniques came to town to play Ted Sullivan’s Northwestern League 
Dubuque Reds at what is now Comiskey Park on Jackson Street in Dubuque. 

The amateur all-Black 1883 Dubuque Myrtle Leaves played games against amateur and  
semi-pro Dubuque teams. In 1885, the Olympics baseball club, an all-Black team with blue 
uniforms trimmed in red, was formed in Dubuque with the intention of taking on all comers, 
including the all-White Dubuques and the all-Black Gordons of Chicago.

In 1894, the semi-pro Dubuques integrated their team with three African American players: 
pitcher Joe Miller, infielder George Taylor, and catcher Vasco “Baby” Graham. The following 
year the trio were invited to join the traveling all-star Negro team, the Adrian, Michigan,  
Page Fence Giants. The Giants were led by one of the greatest African American, and overall 
players of the nineteenth century, John W. “Bud” Fowler. Fowler played professional and 
semi-professional baseball on White teams from New England to the upper Midwest from 
1872 until 1898. Fowler was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2022.

Fowler was no stranger to Dubuque. Although he never played for a Dubuque team, he did 
write to Ted Sullivan in 1881 asking to pitch for Sullivan if he intended to raise a Dubuque 
team for the 1882 season. Sullivan’s response was lost to time and Fowler did not pitch for 
Dubuque. Fowler would play in Dubuque against Dubuque teams in the 1880s and 1890s 
while playing for Stillwater, Minnesota, in 1884 and Keokuk, Iowa, in 1885. Fowler would play 
for the Sterling, Illinois/Galesburg, Illinois/Burlington, Iowa, team in the 1890 Illinois-Iowa 
League that included Dubuque. Visiting newspaper reporters would report on Fowler’s 
popularity among Dubuque’s baseball fans and Black population, both at the games and in 
the hotel lounge, where he drew big crowds to listen to his stories from a life in baseball. 

Bud Fowler, Joe Miller, George Taylor, and Baby Graham would return to Dubuque in 1895 
with Home Run Johnson and the Page Fence Giants to play “Pongo” Joe Cantillon and  
the Dubuque Colts. The Giants beat the Colts 11 to 3 on the first day and 15 to 5 on day two. 
The games were played at what is now Comiskey Park on Jackson Street in Dubuque. 

It was not uncommon for Negro League teams to come to Dubuque and play exhibition 
games against a local semi-pro or professional team, or another Negro League team. Teams 
like the Chicago Unions, Chicago American Giants, Philadelphia Stars, Chicago Union Giants, 
Brooklyn Cuban Giants, Harlem Globetrotters, Chicago Giants, and the Leland Giants all 
played in Dubuque between 1885 and 1950. 

Negro League and MLB all-star and Hall of Fame pitcher Satchel Paige played in Dubuque on 
June 28, 1951, with the Chicago American Giants against the semi-pro Dubuque Advertisers. 
The Dubuque team included a young future MLB all-star pitcher, Joe Hoerner of Dubuque. 
Paige and the American Giants lost to the Advertisers 4-3 off of a home run Paige gave up to 
Bob Hoerner, Joe’s brother.

EARLY AFRICAN AMERICAN  
BASEBALL IN DUBUQUE 

Next to the Dubuque Royal Buffet Canned Ham, nothing says Dubuque Packing Co. more 
than the Plumpers Beef Frank hot dog. 

Many a Tri-State resident spent a career working for the Dubuque “Pack” in the form of the 
Dubuque Packing Co., FDL Foods Inc., or Hormel Food Corp. and remembers making the Pack’s 
version of their ballpark frank – the Dubuque Plumpers Beef Frank hot dog. 

The Dubuque Pack produced the larger-than-average hot dog and placed the Plumpers into 
MLB ballparks around the country. They developed special Plumpers’ packaging and 
advertising campaigns to sell Plumpers in local markets as a team’s official hot dog. 

Dubuque Plumpers Beef Franks were served at the Atlanta Braves, California Angels, Chicago 
Cubs, Chicago White Sox, Kansas City Royals (and the NFL Chiefs), Milwaukee Brewers, 
Minnesota Twins, and San Francisco Giants ball parks in the 1970s, ‘80s, and/or ‘90s.

ADVERTISING DUBUQUE PLUMPERS IN MLB BALLPARKS
There were a variety of ways Dubuque Plumpers were promoted to baseball fans.

Game-day program advertising was a common way to get the message across that you could 
buy your favorite ballpark hot dog at your local grocery store, too. To aid in this effort, the 
Dubuque Pack created special packaging so in the Minneapolis-St. Paul metro area you could 
purchase Twins Plumpers by Dubuque. In Kansas City it was Royals Plumpers by Dubuque. 

Folded pocket schedules for a team’s season with the Plumpers name and the Dubuque logo 
prominently displayed. These would be placed at points of sale in the ballpark and wherever 
Plumpers were sold in a specific team’s metro area.

Complimentary team photo albums for fans that included color images of the team players 
with a short bio and stats. 

In 1983, Chicago hosted the 50th Anniversary of the MLB All-Star Game at Comiskey Park.  
The Dubuque Pack sponsored the vinyl rain jackets made available that evening in the event 
of rain. On the back of the jacket just below the neckline was the Dubuque Pack logo atop  
the White Sox and Plumpers logo. Plumpers rain jackets were available at multiple parks, 
including Candlestick Park in San Francisco.

The Dubuque Pack and the Atlanta Braves produced team baseball cards under the Dubuque 
logo for the 1989, ’90, and ’91 seasons. Cards included future Hall of Famers Tom Glavine  
and John Smoltz, slugger Dale Murphy, two-sport star Deion Sanders, and HOF manager 
Bobby Cox. These baseball cards could only be obtained on gameday at Fulton County 
Stadium in Atlanta. 

Meat packing and the production of the Dubuque Plumpers ended in Dubuque in 2001. 
Hormel Food Corp., owner of the Plumpers brand, stopped manufacturing the beef frank in 
January 2015.

DUBUQUE PLUMPERS  
BALLPARK FRANK

In 1989, Universal Pictures® released the once-in-a-generation film Field of Dreams.™ The 
movie site, located in western Dubuque County near Dyersville, Iowa, quickly became a 
baseball temple to the ghosts of baseball past. The movie site and baseball field have drawn 
former MLB players, National Baseball Hall of Famers, and baseball fans from around the 
world to experience the baseball magic.

In 1991, Upper Deck, the maker of popular baseball cards, working with local charities and  
Don Lansing, the field owner, started a tradition of bringing to the field Hall of Famers 
and MLB all-stars for charity baseball games. The National Baseball Hall of Fame includes  
346 enshrined members. Of those 346 members, 44 members, or 12.7% have graced the  
Field of Dreams, making it one of baseball’s top shrines. Another 13 Hall of Famers have 
played games in the city of Dubuque over the past 155 years.

After years of discussions and planning, Major League Baseball held its first MLB regular 
season game at the Field of Dreams on August 11, 2021, when the New York Yankees took  
on the Chicago White Sox. The game was highlighted by a Tim Anderson walk-off home run 
to overcome the Yankees 9 to 8. 

On August 12, 2022, the Chicago Cubs took on the Cincinnati Reds at the Field of Dreams for 
a second MLB at the Field of Dreams game. The Cubs won against the Reds 4 to 2. 

Two days prior to the Cubs v. Reds game, the first minor league game took place at the  
Field of Dreams between the Quad Cities River Bandits and the Cedar Rapids Kernels. The 
River Bandits defeated the Kernels 7 to 2. 

FIELD OF DREAMS

Hall of Fame members who have visited the Field of Dreams or (*) have played games in the 
city of Dubuque: 

NOTE: Although not a member of the Hall of Fame, “Shoeless” Joe Jackson, along with Chicago White Sox owner Charles 
Comiskey, manager “Pants” Rowland, and Jackson teammate and future Hall of Famer “Red” Faber played a baseball game in 
Dubuque on May 3, 1916, against Faber’s alma mater, Dubuque College (today’s Loras College). The White Sox won 8-0. Jackson 
went 3-4. The game was played at the 4th Street Athletic Field, later known as Petrakis Park.

Johnny Bench 
Wade Boggs 
Lou Brock 
George Brett 
Rod Carew 
Steve Carlton 
Andre Dawson 
Bob Feller 
Rollie Fingers 
Carlton Fisk 
Bob Gibson 
Tom Glavine 
Ken Griffey Jr.  
Vladimir Guerrero
Rickey Henderson 

Cap Anson*
Eddie Collins*
Charles Comiskey*
Red Faber*
Bud Fowler*
King Kelly*
Joe McGinnity*
Satchel Paige*
Charles Radbourn*
Ray Schalk*
A.G. Spalding*
John M. Ward*
George Wright*

Ivan “Pudge” Rodriguez 
Ryan Sandberg
Ron Santo 
Ted Simmons 
Ozzie Smith 
Lee Smith 
John Smoltz 
Bruce Sutter 
Frank Thomas 
Alan Trammell 
Earl Weaver 
Billy Williams 
Dave Winfield
Robin Yount 

Catfish Hunter 
Reggie Jackson 
Fergie Jenkins 
Harmon Killebrew 
Edgar Martinez
Paul Molitor 
Jack Morris
Buck O’Neil 
David Ortiz 
Kirby Puckett 
Jim Palmer 
Tim Raines 
Jim Rice 
Cal Ripken Jr. 
Brooks Robinson 

A caricature of two African American baseball teams playing a game in 1878. The Uniques, a Black team from Chicago, played the professional 
Dubuque Reds of the Northwest League in 1879 in Dubuque in what is today’s Comiskey Park on Jackson Street. (Harper’s Weekly, July 27, 1878)

 —John W. Foler, a colored man from 
Lock Haven, Pa., has written to Ted 
Sullivan, asking for the position of 
pitcher should Dubuque decide to 
have a base ball club next season.

Bud Fowler (back row, center) with the Keokuk (Iowa) Hawkeyes of the 1885 Western League.  
(National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum)

Box score for the Dubuque Reds vs. the 
Chicago Uniques in Dubuque on August 
8, 1879. Future HOFers Charles Radbourn 
and Charles Comiskey played in the game. 
(Dubuque Daily Times, August 9, 1879)

The semi-professional 1910 Dubuque Tigers. 21-year-old Urban “Red” Faber is in the back row, third from the left. Faber played for 
the Tigers and the Three-I League Dubuque Dubs in 1910. (Photographer unknown.)

“Iron Man” Joe McGinnity won 15 games for Dubuque in 
1923 at the age of 52. McGinnity had a Hall of Fame career in 
MLB prior to buying, managing, and pitching for the Dubuque 
Climbers. McGinnity was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 
1946. (Photograph by Pacific & Atlantic Photos, Inc., 1923)

A 1979 San Francisco Giants team photo album 
with colored pictures and biographies of the team. 
The album was produced by the Dubuque Pack 
and the Plumpers brand and distributed at  
Candlestick Park. (Dubuque Packing Co., 1979)

A tri-fold pocket schedule produced for the 1981 Atlanta Braves and  
distributed wherever Braves Plumpers were sold in the Atlanta metro area. 
(Dubuque Packing Co., 1981)

The 1954 Dubuque Packers of the Mississippi-Ohio Valley League – a Chicago White Sox affiliate.  
Dubuque went 62-61 for the season. (Link Photography, Dubuque, 1954)

A hot air balloon floats over the iconic farmhouse from the movie Field of Dreams during the first MLB at 
Field of Dreams baseball game on August 11, 2021. The Chicago White Sox beat the New York Yankees 9-8 

with an electrifying Tim Anderson walk-off home run. (Photograph by John T. Pregler)

The 1955 champion Dubuque Packers of the Mississippi-Ohio Valley League – a Chicago White Sox 
affiliate. Dubuque went 74-52 for the season, winning the league pennant. (Photograph by  
Link Photography, Dubuque, 1954)

The 1957 Dubuque Packers. The team was affiliated with the Chicago White Sox and included pitcher  
Gary Peters and catcher J.C. Martin. Peters won the 1963 AL Rookie of the Year and was a 2-time all-star.  
J.C. Martin won a World Series with the 1969 New York Mets. (Photograph by Link Studios, 1957)

The 1975 Dubuque Packers. The team was an affiliate of the Houston Astros and included Terry Puhl,  
Luis Pujols, and Alan Knicely. (Photography by Link Studios, 1975)

Brewers Plumpers by Dubuque advertisement 
from a Milwaukee Brewers game day program. 
(Dubuque Packing Co., 1983)

Twins Plumpers by Dubuque advertisement 
from a Minnesota Twins game day program. 
(Dubuque Packing Co., 1984)

Royals Plumpers by Dubuque advertisement 
from a Kansas City Royals game day program. 
(Dubuque Packing Co., 1984)

Pacific Coast League president Clarence Rowland throws out 
the first pitch of the 1952 season. (Photographer unknown)

Johnny Petrakis with a citation from  
the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues proclaiming Petrakis 
“Dubuque’s Ambassador to Baseball.” 
The citation was issued for Petrakis’s 
role in saving the Keokuk club in 1962 by 
moving them to Dubuque and renaming 
them the Midwest Dodgers. (Dubuque 
Telegraph-Herald, December 26, 1962) 

Johnny Petrakis (left) signs an agreement with Lou Gorman, director 
of player personnel for the newly formed Kansas City Royals, making 
Dubuque their first affiliated farm team. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, 
April 7, 1968)

Postcards of unknown members of the Dubuque Dubs circa 1921.  
(Photographer unknown)

A 1912 postcard of opening day at Dubuque’s League Park at 27th & Washington Streets.  
(Photograph by Herzog & Stripley, 1912)

A postcard of Dubuque’s League Park at 27th & Washington Streets. (Published by B.B., Company, circa 1911)

Chicago White Sox V.P. Charles A. Comiskey II with an image of his grandfather, 
“the Old Roman,” Charles A. Comiskey Sr. The younger Comiskey was dedicated 
to baseball in Dubuque just like his father, J. Louis Comiskey, and his grandfather. 
(AP Wirephoto, 1960)

A 1976 TCMA Ltd. baseball 
card of Dubuque Packers 
catcher Bruce Bochy. Bochy’s 
second year in professional 
baseball was with the 1976 
Packers. Bochy recently won 
the 2023 World Series as 
manager of the Texas Rangers. 
(TCMA Ltd., 1976)

Manager Clarence Rowland (No. 9) of the Dubuque Dubs of the 1911  
Iowa-Illinois-Indiana (Three-I) League. The Dubs were 67-70, finishing 6th 
out of 8 teams. (The Reach Official American League Baseball Guide 1912)

Johnny Petrakis was recognized in 1956 for his efforts to promote baseball in Dubuque and for topping 
all Class D major league teams in the nation in attendance, while capturing a league pennant in the 
teams second year in the league. (The Sporting News, January 4, 1956)

Like ghost players in the movie, the Chicago White Sox  
and New York Yankees enter the field through  

the corn for the first-ever MLB at the Field of Dreams  
game on August 11, 2021. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald,  

August 11, 2021. Photograph by Stephen Gassman.)

Western Union telegram to the Dubuque Packers from VP Cedrick Tallis of 
 the Kansas City Royals, April 28, 1968. (Collection of John T. Pregler)

A jersey and hat from the first season of the first Kansas City Royals’ minor  
league affiliate, the1968 Dubuque Packers. (Collection of Dan Kennedy)

Clarence Rowland, president of the Los Angeles Angels baseball club of the Pacific Coast League, sits 
between two executives of the Brooklyn Dodgers as they purchase the Angels and their home in L.A., 
Wrigley Field, in 1957. The Dodgers moved from Brooklyn to L.A. in 1958. The Angels were owned by the 
Chicago Cubs and the Wrigley family. Rowland would continue to serve as a Vice President of the Chicago 
Cubs until his death in 1969. (Photograph by Tom Courtney. February 21, 1957, L.A. Herald Express)

Babe Ruth faces Red Faber during an August 1, 1922, Yankees vs. White Sox game at Comiskey Park. Ruth hit a triple off of Faber. Notice the sign on 
the left field wall. “No Betting Allowed.” (Photographer unknown)

Johnny Petrakis with his 1961 Dubuque Packers the night they renamed the 4th Street ballpark to 
Johnny Petrakis Park. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, May 3, 1961) 

On January 10, 1918, The Sporting News published an article celebrating the American 
League’s birthday. “If you are a believer in the Darwinian theory of evolution, then January 2 
should be a day of interest to you for it marks the ‘birth of the American League,’ which 
according to the Darwinian baseball historians is now 39 years of age. It is this way: On 
January 2, 1879, the old Northwestern League was formed. Out of it grew the old Western 
League, which in time became the American League of today,” explained the paper. 

“Dubuque won the first pennant, the Iowa city’s players including Charley Comiskey, then a 
pitcher; Charley Radbourne, Ted Sullivan, and Tom Loftus. The original Northwestern lasted 
only one season, but it was revived in 1883 with a bunch of cities ... In 1888 the name was 
changed to the Western Association, and in 1892 the circuit became the Western League and 
remained such until 1899. Toward this period Ban Johnson enlarged the circuit and in 1900 
the name was changed to the American League.”

The “evolution” of the American League discussed in the 1918 Sporting News birthday  
article began with Ted Sullivan and his protégés Tom Loftus and Charles Comiskey in the 
Northwestern League of 1879. Sullivan and Loftus organized the first Western League in 1885. 
Loftus revived the league as the Western Association in 1888, both key milestones in the 
journey towards the Ban Johnson-era Western League in 1894. President Ban Johnson, along 
with Comiskey, Loftus, and other league magnates such as Jimmy Manning of Kansas City and 
Henry and Matt Killilea of Milwaukee, reorganized their league into the American League in 
1900. The desire of three friends—Sullivan, Loftus, and Comiskey—along with dozens of 
other baseball magnates, fanatics, cranks, and financiers pushed for major-league quality 
baseball not just in the East, but in the West, giving rise to the American League.

Tom Loftus and Charles Comiskey were the driving force behind the rise of the American 
League and several key meetings of the Western League magnates took place in Dubuque at 
the Hotel Julien or the Bank & Insurance Building where Tom Loftus owned and operated the 
restaurants and lounges.

EVOLUTION OF THE  
AMERICAN LEAGUE

KEY DATES AND MEETINGS

Announcement of a court ordered 
public sheriff’s sale of the NL St. Louis 

Browns and baseball park to satisfy  
the debts of owner Chris Von de Ahe.

Ban Johnson and Charley Comiskey 
meet with President Jim Hart of  

the Chicago Orphans (aka Cubs) in  
Chicago. They presumably discussed 

the St. Louis sale and moving a  
Western League team into Chicago.

Tom Loftus makes a very public visit  
to inspect Sportsman Park, the home  

of the St. Louis Browns. 

President Johnson makes the first  
announcement that the Western League 

would be affiliated with a rival major  
league to the National League. Tom Loftus 

confirmed FROM DUBUQUE their plans  
for a new baseball league.

President Jim Hart of the NL Chicago  
club meets with AL magnate Tom Loftus  
to discuss Loftus becoming the Chicago  

Orphans new manager, and the American  
League being allowed to move Charley 

Comiskey’s St. Paul Saints into Chicago’s 
southside. Loftus would not agree to  

manage Chicago unless Hart agreed to  
allow Comiskey into Chicago. Hart agreed, 

Loftus became manager of the Orphans, and 
Comiskey prepared to move to Chicago. 

The Chicago Orphans announce  
Tom Loftus as their new manager for  

the 1900 and 1901 seasons.

The American League reorganizes  
as the American League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs, declaring itself a major  

league equal to the National, thereby  
starting a baseball war. 

The AL-NL baseball war ends with a  
peace agreement obtained at a joint  

conference in Cincinnati.

Tom Loftus and Jim Hart serve as  
senior members on both the AL-NL Rules 

Committee and the AL-NL Schedules  
Committee for their respective leagues,  
helping create the National Agreement  

of 1903 that gave us MLB as we’ve known  
it for the past 120 seasons.

The National League informs President 
Ban Johnson of their desire to force  
Chris Von der Ahe to sell his NL St. Louis 
club to Frank and Stan Robison, tipping 
their hand to the Western League  
that the Robison brothers and the  
NL were about to abandon Cleveland.

President Ban Johnson, Kansas City team 
owner Jimmy Manning and St. Paul team 
owner Charley Comiskey spend a week 
IN DUBUQUE in council with Columbus 
team owner Tom Loftus to strategize 
the league’s future and the opportunity 
the sale of the St. Louis Browns and the 
potential opening of Cleveland present.

Ban Johnson and Charles Comiskey 
meet with Tom Loftus IN DUBUQUE 
to discuss the future of their league. 
It is announced Loftus will openly bid 
for the NL St. Louis Browns at public 
auction, creating turmoil among the 
NL magnates. 

The St. Louis Browns are sold at public 
auction to a partner of Frank and Stan 
Robisons, who now owned the St. Louis 
Browns and the Cleveland Spiders.  
The Robisons would abandon Cleveland 
and rename the Browns to the St. Louis 
Cardinals within three years.

The Western League magnates vote 
to change their name to the American 
League at their fall meeting in Chicago. 
The change was part of the League’s 
efforts to go from a regional minor 
league to a national major league.

The American League announces  
Charley Comiskey would be moving  
his St. Paul Saints to Chicago for the  
1900 season. He would rename his  
team the White Stockings.

Tom Loftus sells his American League 
club to Charles Somers and J.C. Kilfoyle 
of Cleveland.

Tom Loftus buys a stake in the American 
League Washington Senators and becomes 
manager for the 1902 and 1903 seasons.

Charles Comiskey spends a week  
IN DUBUQUE meeting with Tom Loftus  
on AL and MLB baseball strategy.

READ MORE about Dubuque and the creation of the American League  
by using your mobile phone’s camera and the following QR Codes

Tom Loftus:  
The American League’s  
Forgotten Founding Father

The Evolution of the  
American League

DECEMBER 1898

JANUARY 4, 1899

FEBRUARY 3, 1899

FEBRUARY 17, 1899

FEBRUARY 18, 1899

MARCH 2, 1899

MARCH 14, 1899

JULY 15, 1899

OCTOBER 11, 1899

NOVEMBER 17, 1899

NOVEMBER 20, 1899

NOVEMBER 28, 1899

JANUARY 18, 1901

OCTOBER 29, 1901

JANUARY 10, 1903

FEBRUARY 1903

JANUARY 31– 
FEBRUARY 8, 1903

MARCH 3, 1900

Minor league baseball started in Dubuque in 1879 with the Northwestern League, arguably 
the first minor league, and the second professional league after the 1876 National League. 
Minor league baseball would be played in Dubuque sporadically over the course of 97 years, 
from 1879 to 1976. MLB-affiliated minor league baseball did not arrive in Dubuque until 1954 
with the founding of Dubuque Baseball, Inc. and the Dubuque Packers. 

The years in which Dubuque did not have a minor league team between 1879 and 1976 
the city still fielded active semi-professional baseball teams that would produce nationally 
known MLB players such as Joe Quinn in the late nineteenth century and Joe Hoerner in the 
mid-twentieth century. Dubuque minor league teams have traditionally been at the lowest 
levels of minor league classifications, and often were the first or second professional team a 
player ever played for in their career. 

Dubuque minor league pennant winning championship seasons include 1879, 1905, 1923, 
1929, 1955, and 1962.

DUBUQUE MINOR LEAGUE  
BASEBALL

YEAR / LEAGUE / CLASS TEAM NAME(S) MLB AFFILIATION NOTABLE PLAYERS / MANAGERS

1879  
Northwestern League

 
 
 
 
 
1888  
Central Interstate 
League

 
1890  
Iowa-Illinois League

 
1895  
Eastern Iowa League

1895-99  
Western Association 
Class B

 
1903-1915  
Indiana-Illinois- 
Iowa (Three-I) League 
Class B

 
 
 
 
1917  
Central Association 
Class D

1922-1932  
Mississippi Valley 
League 
Class D

 
1954-55  
Mississippi-Ohio Valley 
League 
Class D

1956-1968  
Midwest League 
Class D / Class A 
after 1962

 
 
 
 
 
 
1974-76  
Midwest League 
Class A

Red Stockings  
(aka Reds or Rabbits)

 
 
 
 
 
Dubuques

 
 
 
Giants

 
 
Colts

 
Dubs

 
 
 
 
Shamrocks  
(1903-05)
Dubs  
(1906-10, 1912-1915)
Hustlers  
(1911)

 
 
Dubs

 
 
Climbers (1922-23)
Dubs (1924, 1927-28)
Ironmen (1925)
Speasmen (1926)
Tigers (1929-1932)

Packers

 
 
 
Packers

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Packers

Independent

 
 
 
 
 
 
Independent

 
 
 
Independent

 
 
Independent

 
Independent

 
 
 
 
Independent

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Independent

 
 
Independent

 
 
 
 
Chicago White Sox

 
 
 
Chicago White Sox 
(1956-58)
Pittsburgh Pirates 
(1959-60)
Cleveland Indians 
(1961-66)
L.A. Dodgers  
(1967)
Kansas City Royals 
(1968)

MLB Conglomerate 
(1974)
Houston Astros 
(1975-76)

Charles “Old Hoss” Radbourn (HOF)
Charles Comiskey (HOF)
Tom Loftus
Ted Sullivan
Bill Gleason
Jack Gleason
Tom “Sleeper” Sullivan

“Pongo” Joe Cantillon
Bob Glenalvin
Ed Keas
George Treadway

Ed Keas
George Decker
Danny Friend

“Pongo” Joe Cantillon
Tom Morrissey

Billy Sullivan, Jr. (1897)
Harry Wolverton (1897)
Tom Morrissey (1897)
“Pongo” Joe Cantillon (1897)
Ted Sullivan, Mgr (1898)

Clarence “Pants” Rowland  
   (manager 1903, 1908, 1911-13)
Frank Genins (1907-08)
Les Nunamaker (1909)
Urban “Red” Faber (HOF) (1909-10)
Hi Jasper (1910, 1913)
Charlie Buelow (1903-05, 1909-10)
Nick Allen (1911)
Ernie Johnson (1911)

None

 
 
Joe McGinnity (HOF) (1922-23, ’25)
Estel Crabtree (1925)
Mel Harder (1927)
George Puccinelli (1928)
Hal Trosky (1931)

John Romano (1954)

 
 
 
Grover “Deacon” Jones (1956)
J.C. Martin (1957)
Gary Peters (1957)
Gene Alley (1959)
Steve Blass (1960)
Tommy John (1961)
Tommie Agee (1961)
Dave Nelson (1964)
Joe Rudi (1965)
Steve Yeager (1967)
Bill Russell (1967)

Luis Pujols (1975)
Terry Puhl (1975)
Alan Knicely (1975-76)
Bruce Bochy (1976)

*Played in Dubuque after Hall of Fame career in MLB. Minor league owner-player-manager in Dubuque from 1923-25. 

**Modern era player. Played minor league baseball in Dubuque in 1976 and recently won the 2023 World Series,  
his fourth as manager, with the Texas Rangers.

 Hall of Famers MLB Owners
 MLB Player- 

MLB Managers
 AL Founding Minor League   

   Managers   Fathers  Presidents

 Charles Radbourne Frank Robison Ted Sullivan Joe Cantillon Charles Comiskey Ted Sullivan

 Charles Comiskey M. Stanley Robison Charles Comiskey M. Stanley Robison Tom Loftus Tom Loftus

 Red Faber J. Howard Robison Joe Quinn Clarence Rowland  Al Clark

 Joe McGinnity* Tom Loftus Billy Sullivan Mel Harder  Clarence Rowland

  Charles Comiskey Harry Wolverton Bruce Bochy**  

  J. Louis Comiskey

President Clarence Rowland (left) of the Pacific Coast League speaks with MLB Commissioner “Happy”  
Chandler about the PCL’s request to be recognized as a third major league at the annual conference in 1945.  
(AP Wirephoto, 1945)

  F YOU are a believer in the Darwinian    
  theory of evolution, then January 2   
   should be a day of interest to you, for  
   it marks the “birth of the American 
League,” which according to the Darwinian 
baseball historians is now 29 years of age. 
It is this way: On January 2, 1879, the old 
Northwestern League was formed. Out of  
it grew the old Western League, which  
in time became the American League 
of today. But it is a far cry. The con- 
nection may be there, but it is as close  
as saying that a she-ape in the African 
jungle was the grandmother of the Queen 
of Sheba. 
    The Northwestern was the second mi- 
nor league to be launched, having been  
anticipated by the International Associ-
ation, formed in Pittsburgh in 1877, and  
which included cities in New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New England, and Canada. 
Rockford, Omaha, and Dubuque were 
among the cities represented in the parent 
body of Ban Johnson’s league.
    Dubuque won the first pennant, the Iowa 
city’s players including Charley Comiskey, 
then a pitcher; Charley Radbourne, Ted 
Sullivan, and Tom Loftus. The original 
Northwestern lasted only one season, but 
it was revived in 1883 with a new bunch 
of cities, Toledo grabbing the flag. Grand 
Rapids, Duluth, and Oshkosh later captured 
Northwestern pennants. 
    In 1888 the name was changed to the West- 
ern Association, and in 1892 the circuit be- 
came the Western League and remained 
such until 1899. Toward this period Ban 
Johnson enlarged the circuit and in 1900 
the name was changed to the American 
League.

I

A BIRTHDAY FOR
AMERICAN LEAGUE

  The Unique ball club amused an audi- 
ence of 600 people yesterday. The game 
was really a novel one, and created  
more fun than a minstrel troupe. From 
the opening to the closing of the game  
the Unique boys kept the audience in  
a high glee. When the pitcher once  
clapped his optics on a man on the bag 
that man’s doom was sealed, and he 
was bound to fall in his tracks before 
he reached the plate. In the first inning  
they ran J. Gleason down between  
first and second and showed  
the boys they couldn’t fool them  
because they came from Chicago and  
shut the White Stockings out. In the  
third, Lapham gave them some game, 
which the Uniques resented by forcing  
the umpire to call him in. The game  
was once to “laugh and grow fat over,”  
as it not only abounded in positions 
to make the blood run cold and cause  
huge drops of perspiration to hang from 
the brow like icicles from the Court  
House, but also humorous enough to  
force a smile to creep over the cast  
features of “Sully.”
  The Uniques will amuse you, and we 
would advise all who wish to laugh to go 
and see the game to-day, as the club ap- 
pears for the last time. It would also 
please the audience if something could  
be done to stop the crowd of hoodlums 
that yell every time the visitors go to stop 
a ball. It shows poor manners, and the 
sooner it is stopped the better both for 
the club and also for the reputation of the  
city. Here is the score of the amusing 
game played:

URBAN UNIQUES.

NOTES

 Radbourn will pitch to-day.
 Mr. Johnson, will you please pitch today?
 Look for a small score to-day.
 Alveretta’s and Loftus’ gymnastic per-
formance was good and took well.
 Ries made the first wild throw of 
the season yesterday. “Rad” is not slow  
behind the bat.

THE SCORE

   Dubuques  AB R IR TB PO A E
J. Gleason, 3b . . . . . . . .  5 1 3 3 0 4 1
Radbourn, c & rf. . . . . .  5 2 3 5 3 2 0
Loftus, lf . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 3 2 2 0 1 0
Sullivan, c & rf . . . . . . .  5 0 0 0 10 1 0
W. Gleason, ss . . . . . . . .  4 0 0 0 0 1 1
Comiskey, 2b . . . . . . . . .  4 0 0 0 3 1 1
Alveretta, cf . . . . . . . . .  4 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lapham, 1b . . . . . . . . . .  4 1 0 0 10 0 1
Reis, p . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 2 2 2 1 14 1
  — — — — — — —
   Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40 9 10 12 27 24 5
   Uniques  AB R IR TB PO A E
Brown, 1b  . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 1 0 0 12 0 3
Hampton, 3b . . . . . . . . . .  4 1 2 2 1 1 2
Dyson, c . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 0 1 1 4 1 2
Jackson, 2b . . . . . . . . . . .  3 0 0 0 4 2 0
Powell, ss . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 0 0 0 2 6 2
Shaw, cf . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 1 0 0 1 2 0
Oberlin, rf . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 0 0 0 1 0 0
Hardy, lf  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 0 0 0 2 0 1
Johnson, p . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 0 0 0 0 2 0
  — — — — — — —
   Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 3 3 3 27 14 10

RUNS SCORED

   Inning 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 T
Dubuques . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 1 0 5 0 2 0 1 – 9
Uniques . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 – 3

   Runs earned – 5.
   First base on errors – Dubuques 6, Uniques 2.
   Struck out – Hampton, Dyson, Jackson 2, Powell 2,  
   Shaw 2, Oberlin, Hardy, Johnson 2.
   Time of game – 2 hours
   Umpire – Mr. R. Ross

  The Page Fence Giants, the cham- 
pion team of colored players of the 
country, arrived last night and will 
play the old Dubuques at the old park 
today and tomorrow. The Giants travel 
in a special car. The nine represents sev- 
eral states and the players are the best 
colored players in the country. They  
are managed by the veteran second 
baseman, “Bud” Fowler and captained 
by Johnson, an equally well known 
player. Miller, Graham, and Taylor, 
who were the mainstays of last year’s 
Dubuques and the most popular play- 
ers in the team, are with them. Gra-
ham will catch and Taylor also will 
play today. Tomorrow Miller will be 
in the box.
  The Dubuques have been in constant 
practice and should put up a good 
game. They have borrowed Morrisey, 
Hoffman, and George Keas from the 
Dubuques. Ed Keas will also play  
with them. Today Jess will do the 
twirling and tomorrow Ed. Keas will 
officiate. “Post” Brown will don the 
mask. The batting order of the nines 
will be:
  Giants —Fowler, 2b; Taylor, 1b; John- 
son, s.s.; Brooks, c.f.; Holland, 3b; 
Chavis, l.f.; Burns, rf.; Graham, c.; and 
Wilson, p.
  Dubuques—Lee, 2b; Hoffmann, 3b; 
Morrissey, 1b; Gondolpho, l.f.; Brown, 
c; Brady, r.f.; Volkert, s.s.; Jess, p.;  
and G. Keas, c.f.
  In addition to being ball players, the 
Giants are bicyclists. At half-past 1 to- 
day they will give a parade and ex- 
hibition of fancy riding on Main  
street.
  The colored boys played Galena 
yesterday and Thursday, winning both 
games, the first 10 to 1, and yesterday 
10 to 3.

THE GIANTS TODAY.
Old Dubuques to Cross Bats With  

the Champion Colored Boys.

Miller, Taylor and Graham Will Play 
With the Visitors—Locals Have

A Strong Team.

Local newspaper 
article reviewing 
the upcoming game 
between Bud Fowler’s 
Paige Fence Giants and 
the Dubuques. Miller, 
Taylor, and Graham 
of the Giants played 
on an integrated 
Dubuque team in 1894. 
(Dubuque Daily Herald, 
May 4, 1895)

An entry in the February 6, 1881, Dubuque Daily Times noting  
John W. (Bud) Fowler, “a colored man,” wrote Ted Sullivan asking to  
play on the Dubuque Reds team in 1882. Fowler was inducted to the  
Baseball Hall of Fame in 2022. (Dubuque Daily Times, February 6, 1881)

The 1896 Page Fence Giants. Back row, left to right: Geo. Taylor, Geo. Wilson, Grant Johnson, and Joe Miller. Middle row, left to right:  
Billy Holland, A.S. Parsons, and Pete Burns. Front row, left to right: Fred Van Dyke, Wm. Binga, Chas. Grant, and Vasco Graham. Taylor,  
Miller, and Graham played on an integrated semi-pro team in Dubuque in 1894. (Published by Page Woven Wire Fence Company, 1896)

52-year-old “Ironman” Joe McGinnity (first row, second from right) and his 1923 Dubuque Climbers of the 
Mississippi Valley League. Dubuque won the league pennant and McGinnity was 15-12 with a 3.93 era on 
the season. (Link Studios, Dubuque, 1923)

The 1914 Dubuque Dubs of the Three-I League in their new ballpark, 4th Street Athletic Field. 
The park’s name would be changed in 1961 to Johnny Petrakis Park. (Electric Studio, Dubuque, 
August 20, 1914)

Dubuque-born Kevin Rhomberg of the Cleveland Indians warms up at Milwaukee County Stadium before a  
game with the Brewers overshadowed by a Brewers Plumpers by Dubuque billboard. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, 
September 10, 1982)

Gleason  a  Swat  King.
  “An accident to Flint, our catcher, also 
served as an added handicap, ne- 
cessitating the substitution of William-
son, an outfielder, with little exper- 
ience as a backstop. Schaffer was on 
third for Chicago, and played a  
wonderful defensive game for our  
club. Hankinson was on the firing  
line, and kept Dubuque pretty well 
guessing, with the exception of W.  
Gleason, who carried off the batting 
honors with three of the four hits se-
cured off the pitchers delivery. Rad-
bourne’s most effective ball was a de-
ceptive down shoot, and only four 
scattered hits came from our efforts 
with the willow. Despite the fact  
that I topped the batting list, I failed  
to connect safely while facing Rad-
bourne. Besides this, I contributed two 
errors in the field, which does not  
serve to illuminate my side of the box 
score any too brilliantly.”

The  Score. 

‘Cap’ Anson Recalls Famous Game; 
    Dubuque Line-up Was One of Stars
  “Cap” Anson managed to forget bil- 
liards and vaudeville sufficiently Wed- 
nesday afternoon to reflect back to his 
early career as a ball player. The  
“Grand Old Man of Baseball” could  
sit for hours and related an endless 
chain of baseball stories, but with his 
return to this city, there remained but 
one grand game for “Pop” to revive.  
This was the famous meeting of the 
Dubuque and Chicago clubs on August 
4, 1879, when Radbourne pitched the 
home club to a 1 to 0 victory over the 
then acknowledged world champions.
   Incidently, Anson delved into the 
remnants of a scrap book, and there-
from rescued the tabulated box score 
and summary of the game. It will  
be of added interest to know that 
George McLean, president and general 
manager of the Key City Gas Com- 
pany, was score-keeper at the time  
and the records as compiled by the 
Dubuquer, appear with Anson’s ac-
count of the game.

Line-Up  of  Stars.
  “Every man of the Dubuque club  
was a star,” said Anson. “The great 
Radbourne was pitching, with Sulli- 
van behind the plate. The clever 
Lapham assumed the responsibility at 
first base, while Charley Comiskey  
performed brilliantly at the keystone 
station. Side by side were the  
Gleason brothers, Billy covering short 
and Harry on third. The late Tom  
Loftus, your former townsman, was in 
left field, Alvaretta played center, and 
Reis performed in the right garden.  
Our club came to your city sure of  
victory. A score similar to 12 to 0  
in our favor was a foregone conclu- 
sion. Why pools were even sold in  
Chicago the day before the game  
with the odds thirteen to nothing on  
the white hosed club. But the great  
Radbourne’s pitching was a revelation 
to us. We were whitewashed because  
of better pitching, better support, and 
better discipline on the part of the 
Dubuque players. Dubuque made more 
errors than Chicago, but not a single 
one at a critical moment. Three  
times we had a man on third base  
and also on second, and twice with  
only one man out, but Radbourne’s 
pitching and his faultless support pre-
vented a score.

  Dubuque  AB R IR TB PO A E
J. Gleason, 3b . . 4 0 0 0 1 1 2
Radbourne, p  . . 4 0 0 0 1 11 0
Loftus, lf . . . . . . 4 0 0 0 1 0 1
Sullivan, c . . . . . 4 0 0 0 11 2 2
W. Gleason, ss . . 4 0 3 4 1 2 1
Comiskey, 2b . . . 4 0 0 0 3 2 0
Alvaretta, cf . . . 3 2 0 0 2 0 0
Lapham, 1b . . . . 3 0 1 1 6 1 0
Reis, rf  . . . . . . . 3 0 0 0 1 0 0
  — — — — — — —
   Totals . . . . . . . 33 1 4 5 27 19 6
   Chicago  AB R IR TB PO A E
Anson, 1b . . . . . 4 0 0 0 9 0 2
Dalrymple, lf . . . 4 0 2 2 1 2 0
Peters, ss . . . . . . 4 0 2 2 1 2 1
Williamson, 3b, c 3 0 0 0 8 1 0
Flint, c, rf . . . . . 4 0 0 0 1 0 1
Schaffer, rf, 3b . . 4 0 0 0 3 3 0
Quest, 2b . . . . . . 3 0 0 0 2 1 0
Hankinson, p. . . 3 0 0 0 1 8 0
Gone, cf, rf . . . . 2 0 0 0 1 0 0
  — — — — — — —
   Totals . . . . . . . 31 0 4 4 27 17 4

Summary.
   Dubuque Totals
Base on hits . . . . . .  0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0  1–  5
Reached 1st . . . . . .  0 2 0 0 3 0 3 0  2– 10
Opponents’ errors . .  0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0  0– 4
Runs made . . . . . .  0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0  0– 1
Runs earned . . . . .  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0– 0
   Chicago Totals

sBase on hit  . . . . . .  1 0 0 1 0 3 0 0  0– 5
tReached 1s  . . . . . .  1 1 0 1 2 2 2 0  1– 10

Errors . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 0 1 2 0 1 0  0– 6
Runs made . . . . . .  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0– 0

dRuns earne  . . . . .  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0– 0

The 1865 Brooklyn Atlantics – the Champion Nine of America based on the National Association of Base Ball 
Players standings. (Photograph by Charles H. Williamson, Brooklyn)

Left: “Base-Ball on Skates, Washington Park, Brooklyn.” As popularity of baseball grew and spread, so did the  
locations where it was played. On February 1, 1866, the Julien Base Ball Club played a game on ice in Dubuque.  
(Harper’s Weekly, February 2, 1884)

Chicago sports editor Edward Prell proclaimed 
Dubuque “a cradle of professional baseball” in his 
series “Cities that Pioneered Sports in Chicagoland.” 
(Chicago Daily Tribune, January 25, 1954)
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Satchel Paige walks of the mound  
at Dubuque’s 4th Street Park  
as his Chicago Giants face the  
semi-professional Dubuque Advertisers. 
The Advertisers won the game  
4 to 3. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, 
June 29, 1951)

Members of the New York Yankees get the opportunity to relax and take in the Field of Dreams movie site before their game  
against the Chicago White Sox on August 11, 2021. (Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, August 11, 2021. Photograph by Stephan Gassman.)
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